
Devenish Parish News Bulletin 
Sacred Heart Church  

Sunday 27th December 2020 
Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph. 

 
Priest of the Parish: Father Kevin Duffy P.P.   
Telephone No.:  028686 21856  
Emergency Contact:  07493825108 
 
Parish Office Opening Hours: 
Mon – Fri:  9.30am – 1.30pm 
Parish Secretary: Fionnuala Ormsby 
Parish Sacristan: Francie Molloy 
Tel: 028686 28600  

Office Address: 1 Lisnarick Rd, Irvinestown, Co 
Fermanagh, BT94 1FW. 

Website: www.devenishparishirvinestown.com  
     
Email: devenishparish19@outlook.com 
 
 @devenish-parish-irvinestown  

St Molaise Church, Whitehill 
 

 

Weekly Masses – December - January 2021 

Saturday 26th December 6pm Eamonn McGarrity. 

Sunday 27th December 11am 
Gerry Goodwin. 

Johnny Doonan & Packie Doonan. 

Monday 28th December 10am Mass – Sacred Heart Church. 

Tuesday 29th December 10am Niall Smyth. 
Christmas Mass Bouquet Intentions. 

Wednesday 30thDecember 10am John McMulkin. 
Monthly Mass for the Dead. 

Thursday 31st December 10am Elaine McGarrity (1st Anniversary). 
Mary Carney. 

Friday 1st January 11am James & Bridget Baird. 

Saturday 2nd January 6pm Bernie Johnston. 

Sunday 3rd January 11am Mass – Sacred Heart Church. 

All Masses will be available to view on our Webcam - 
www.devenishparishirvinestown.com/webcam 

 



The Holy Family/Our Family: 
The first Sunday after Christmas is known 
as Family Sunday.  Over the last few days 
many of our sons/daughters/brothers or 
sisters made the long journey to be at 
home with us this Christmas. Many more 
were disappointed that they could not 
come home.  Pandemic has changed 

many of our plans, even at the last minute.  For those who made it 
home we pray that they enjoyed their time with us and that we were 
enriched by their presence.  Gathering around the Christmas dinner 
table can bring so much joy and excitement and the sitting room fire 
blazing brings warmth to the heart.  

Yet, there can be tension and stress too, especially as families make 
that extra effort.  Even the Holy Family had their struggles and fears.  
That is why we can hold them as a model for families today all over 
the world.  Jesus, Mary and Joseph identify with the highs and lows 
of family life with all its complexities. And as surely as our young 
people come back to the family for Christmas, there are also the 
looming departure dates.  We pray for their safe return and look 
forward to a time when we are united again.  For those that have 
made a new life and formed relationships overseas, may we always 
find new ways to make our world a smaller place. 

For those unable to travel home, we hold them close in our hearts 
praying that their sacrifices will strengthen the family bond and now 
begin the looking forward to another date somewhere in the future 
where loved ones will be united again. 

I am also very conscious of families who had an empty chair at the 
Christmas table: families broken by strife, separation and friction.  In 
the Holy Family may we always know the struggles and sadness 
that Jesus, Mary and Joseph experienced and may we realise that 
they (The Holy Family) are with all families as they face the new year 
with hope and fear.  

Love grows best on words like: “sorry, forgive me, thanks, you’re 
great, I’d be lost without you, I’m delighted for you, I need your 
help… Words like these help to make family the Sacred place that 
God wants it to be. 

As this new year is dedicated to St. Joseph the Protector, we entrust 
all our families to the care and protection of the one who loved, cared 
and protected the Holy Family. 
St. Molaise - Pray for us. 

St. Joseph - Pray for us. 

Fr. Kevin.  

Prayers for the Deceased: 
Your prayers are requested for the repose of the souls of Tim 
Dolan, Moneykee, Bridie Hince (nee Carney), Manchester, 
Mary Knivett, Chichester and Mark Shannon, Middlesex.  May 
they Rest in Peace.  

Parish Collection: Sunday 20th December: £1715.   

SVP Collection:  £650. Thank you. 

Confessions: 
There will be no confessions this 

weekend and will resume on Sat 2nd 
January at 5pm pending clarification 

of latest Covid19 Regulations. 

Baptism Dates: 
Baptisms will take place on the First 
Sunday of every month at 1pm and 
the third Saturday of every month at 
4pm. Social distancing rules will apply. 

Dates Scheduled for 2021: 

January– Sun 10th & Sat 16th    

February - Sun 7th & Sat 20th  

March – Sun 7th & Sat 20th  

*Subject to changes in Covid19 
regulations & guidelines 

Spiritual Communion: 

 

My Jesus, I believe that You are 
present in the Most Holy 

Sacrament of the altar. I love You 
above all things, and I desire to 
receive You into my soul. Since I 

cannot at this moment receive You 
sacramentally, come at least 

spiritually into my heart. I embrace 
You as if You were already there 
and unite myself wholly to You. 

Never permit me to be separated 
from You.   Amen. 

Parish Shop: 
Opening Hours: 

Monday & Thursday: After 10am Mass 
Saturday:  After: 6pm Mass 
Sunday:  After 11am Mass 



Ministers Rota: 
Please see details of the Ministers required to serve at the all 
Masses in December below.    

Readers: 

Sat 2nd Jan - 6pm: Nola McCaffrey. 

Sun 3rd Jan - 11am: Stephen Magee. 

Eucharistic Ministers: 

Sat 2nd Jan - 6pm: James Duffy. 

Sun 3rd Jan - 11am: Amy Kelly. 

Weekday Masses - Week beginning 28th December: 

Reader – Seamus Doris. 

Eucharistic Minister - Margaret McQuaid. 

If you are unable to attend, please arrange for another Minister to 
fulfil your role that day. 

Annual Appeal for St. Molaise SVP:  
St Molaise SVP has had an outstanding response to 
our Annual Appeal, through the church, this 
Christmas. Many people in our local community 

have been experiencing particular and specific hardships this 
year, and we have been very blessed by the generosity of the 
people of the parish and others, for this truly amazing response. 
Our deepest gratitude to you all, for your inspiring acts of 
kindness for those less fortunate in our community. It is greatly 
appreciated.  

'Charity is the cement which binds communities to God and 
persons to one another' (St. Vincent de Paul). 

Beautiful Hampers from St Mary's College: 
A very big thank-you to the staff and all the pupils of St. 
Mary's College for the magnificent hampers and vouchers so 
kindly donated to St. Molaise SVP. We greatly appreciate 
your kindness to our local community.  

Prayer to the Holy Family: 
Jesus, Mary and Joseph, in you we 
contemplate the splendour of true love; to 
you we turn with trust. Holy Family of 
Nazareth, grant that our families too may 
be places of communion and prayer, authentic schools of the 
Gospel and small domestic churches. 

Holy Family of Nazareth, may families never again 
experience violence, rejection and division; may all who have 
been hurt or scandalised find ready comfort and healing. 

Holy Family of Nazareth, make us once more mindful of the 
sacredness and inviolability of the family, and its beauty in 
God’s plan. Jesus, Mary and Joseph, graciously hear our 
prayer. Amen.  

Pope Francis, Amoris Laetitia 

Webcam: 
All Masses can be viewed via our 

website on the address below: 
www.devenishparish.com/webcam 

Mass will also be available via The 
Church Services website on: 

www.churchservices.tv/devenish 

 

Townlands: 
Parishioners from the following areas 
are invited to attend Mass on the days 

specified below.   

Please note that this is subject to 
clarification of the latest Covid19 

Regulations / Restrictions as 
announced by NI Government. 

Vigil Mass – Sat 2nd Jan- 6pm: 
Sallyswoods, Scallon Road, Shallany, 
Shanmullagh West, Sprucehill, Tedd, 

The Commons, The Meadows & 
Townhill Park. 

Sunday Mass– Sun 3rd Jan -11am: 
Trory inc Heatherglen, Tullyninchrin, 

Tullyavey, Tummery Rd, Whitehill (inc. 
Tully, Whitehill South, Drumsluice, 

Tullycleagh, Ballycassidy, Cloghbally, 
Derryargon, Glencoonra & Sydare).  

Please remember Face Masks / Coverings 
are mandatory when attending Mass.  

 

Readings for Sunday 3rd Jan 
2nd Sunday of Christmas: 

Ecclesiasticus (Sir) 24:1-2, 8-12.  
Ephesians 1:3-6, 15-18.   

John: 1:1-18. 
 



 

 

JOINT CHRISTMAS MESSAGE FOR 2020  

FROM 

ARCHDEACON BRIAN HARPER, CHURCH OF IRELAND ARCHBISHOP’S 
COMMISSARY FOR THE DIOCESE OF CLOGHER 

AND 

BISHOP LARRY DUFFY, ROMAN CATHOLIC BISHOP OF CLOGHER 

‘At this season of the year, we are reminded that God is in the midst of us’ 

 

Saint Matthew tells us that the Lord had said through the prophet that the virgin will be with 
child and they will call him Immanuel which means “God with us”. It is this name – Immanuel- 
which takes on added meaning at this time of year when we celebrate the birth of Christ. This 
event in our common history tells us of how God Almighty came among us in humility to live 
as we live, to walk where we walk, to see what we see. He does so, not from a lofty throne, 
but with us in our sorrow and joy, in life and death. 

2020 has been a year that we will remember. In some ways, it has been a lost year, a year 
without any plan or direction, a year without confidence or certainty. It has been a year when 
truth has been shrouded in “fake news” and conspiracy theory and when we have truly stepped 
into the unknown. It is not the first time this has happened. There have been many “plagues” 
that have affected us through history and throughout the world but this has been the first in a 
world which is so interconnected and interdependent.  

At a personal level, families have been separated, the elderly and vulnerable have become 
isolated, and loved ones have died. Poverty, depression, anxiety have increased. Yet there have 
been moments of celebration that have dotted our landscape. We have seen the dedication of 
our health care workers. We have witnessed heroic efforts being made for charitable causes 
and we have testified to the beautiful deeds of kindness shown to one another. 

In the midst of the worst of times, we may have asked the question “Where is God in the midst 
of this crisis?” or “Why can’t God come down and sort this out?” At this season of the year, 
we are reminded that God is in the midst of us, he has entered this broken world and he is 
Immanuel which means “God with us”. In the child born to Mary, we see our Saviour, Jesus, 
and we humbly place our trust in him.  

In the quietness of this particular Christmas, may we know the presence of Immanuel in our 
lives and in our homes. 

 

+ Larry Duffy                                               Archdeacon Brian Harper 

 


